INDIA

There are many other communities, which together
constitute a kind of living museum of culture, stretch-
ing almost from the Stone Age to the twentieth century.

*
The Recurrent Effects of Invasion

This bewildering mixture of peoples, races, and
languages is due to the facts that the history of India
is one long record of invasions; but thart these invasions
have never been sufficiently complete in their effects
to hammer conquerors and conquered into racial unity.
The country is a large one: it was easier for an invad-
ing people to rule the conquered than to exterminate
them: it was not difficult for a people beaten in war-
fare to retreat to a locality where it could not be fol-
lowed. Thus to-day, after the lapse of hundreds of
years, it is possible to find in India racial types repre-
senting the descendants of almost every invading
people of whom history tells us. In this connexion,
the effect of caste has been great in preventing effec-
tive fusion between conquerors and conquered: while
the weakness of the State as such, when compared
with the caste, the village, and the joint family, has
favoured the multiplication of racial and cultural
'pockets'.

Thus political integration has always presented
grave difficulties in India. Had the country remained
undisturbed for long periods by external invasion,
some reasonable accommodation between the races
dwelling therein might have allowed a living national
entity to emerge. But whenever, during those all-
too-rare 'golden ages' in India's depressing political
history, integration of the indigenous elements was
beginning to take place, the process was broken up
from without by armed invasion, which the indigenous
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